


The idea for a Children’s Museum in Laredo began in the 1980s as the

late Cecilia Martinez Claflin, curator for the Nuevo Santander Museum, saw
the need for a place where children learn with hands-on experiences versus
the traditional exhibit behind glass model. She researched the concept
together with a group of educators and concerned citizens established goals
that would determine the direction and feasibility of such a museum. The
museum incorporated on November 26, 1990 and applied for and received a
501c (3) non-profit educational institution status. The Laredo Children’s
Museum officially opened its doors on September 11, 1991.

At the heart of our operations is a simple goal: to provide opportunities

for children and families to engage in the creative process when learning
about the world around them. The exhibits we host and the daily programs
we present underscore our philosophy that creativity and critical thinking
spark the curiosity necessary to become a lifelong learner and develope in
children the skills they need to tackle the complex problems they will face in
the next century.

The Imaginarium of South Texas is Laredo’s only children’s museum and
ny informal science center, and continues to provide exhibits and programs that
focus on Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Mathematics (STEAM).

In the 14 years since relocating to Mall Del Norte in February of 2007, the
Imaginarium of South Texas has welcomed over 500,000 visitors to its facility.
We are so grateful to our community, patrons, and generous donors for helping
the Imaginarium of South Tecas continue to grow and develope into an exciting
experience for kids and families.

We look forward to growing together with you.

A
Tira S, Wlurills WARTE

Executive Director, Imaginarium of South Texas “ ™ (
2021 ANNUAL REPORT el N\

GROWING TOGETHER




OUR
MISSION

The mission of the Imaginarium of South Texas is
al, creative learning experience to local and ou
marily through hands-on exhibits that nurture |
ry and that

OUR
VISSION

The Imaginarium of South Texas envisions expanc

larging our facility to continue to provide
services that meet its mission of providing the mo
ative learning experiences that build confidence ir

the adults in their lives.

OUR
PHILOSOPHY

We believe that children learn best by doing.

We are dedicated to making visible the way childr
and create when given intelligent materials, i

ences.
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< & Our EXHIBITS

AII of our exhibits include:

*Top -notch educational, marketmg and installation

materials
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E ?Responsive support from experienced staff
*Graphlcs presented in Engllsh and Spanish
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\Touch Screens—Designed, to engage children
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CONTRIBUTIONS

Grants & Donations from January 1, 2021
to December 31, 2021

Guadalupe and Lilia Martinez
I“oundation

L
GRANTS & DONATIONS UP TO $200,000

- Anonymous Donor

AEP
TEXAS

GRANTS & DONATIONS UP TO $50,000 An AEP Company

- Rio South Texas Education & Community Development

Foundation

GRANTS & DONATIONS UP TO $15,000
- Guadalupe & Lilia Martinez Foundation

- H-E-B

GRANTS & DONATIONS UP TO $10,000
- City of Laredo Third Party Grant
- Webb County Third Party Grant

United m
GRANTS & DONATIONS UP TO $6,000 Way @

- AEP Texas

- Hurd Family Charitable Foundation
- Laredo Area Community Foundation
-United Way

-William B, Green

- Women'’s City Club
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2021 Programming
At the Imaginarium of S/outh Texas, our
programs are designed to offer a diverse
array of public educational activities that
incorporate joyful art, exciting science
demos, nature exploration, fun exercise
and challenging engineering workshops

for children ages 0-12.

Our programs, generously supported by
City of Laredo & Webb County 3rd Party
Funding aim to engage and excite children
and families with hands-on fun. All
of our activites combine investigation
with a range of intriguing materials

to allow for self-directed learning
J and personal creativity. J
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IMPACT IN 2021 |
JANUARY 1,2021T0 DECEemBeR 31, 2021}

The Imaginarium of South Texas welcomes visitors
who come from near and far. Impacting thousands
of children, families and schools with each growing
year.
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Tiournament
/AtithelGasalBlanca

(gcd I ?(m - “Tee off withTimmy,T-RexGolf;Tournametitook/placelon!

April 24,2021 With the stronglcommitment’of,our,golfers

Family Chevrolet, H-E-B and sponsors helped us/develop our;mission;ito/provideal
and Patria International Office Supply

bi-cultural and creative learning experience to families!in

South Texas through hands-on
exhibits that:nurture an individual sen%éof inquiry;andthat
-_

inspire a focus on STEAM

(Science, Technlogy, Engineering, Art and Math).

International Office Supply
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TN At The Imaginarium Texas,
e we encourage children ke lead

in their own learning. Our
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museum visit.




EMPOWERING
FAMILIES

This year, Thellmaginairum of

South/Texas/offered a variety
ofidrop=injprogramming,

e Y

enrolimenticoursesiandcamps
designed tolempowerichildren
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w&lile introducingifamil
Ie\g{r:ing experiences,
exploeration’ art; culture

andiscience.

AL REPORT
TOGETHER






